
December 
Worship and 
Preaching 

December 1—Matthew 24:29
-31, 36-44, “Seeing What 
Has Been True All Along” 

December 8—Matthew 3:1-
12, “The Right Nightmares” 

December 15—Children’s 
Christmas Pageant 

December 22—Matthew 1:18
-25, “What Time Is It?” 

December 24—Christmas 
Eve, Luke 2:1-20, “Welcome 
Home, Little One” 

December 29—Myra 
Kazanjian preaching 

 

What the Pastor 
Is Reading 

Gandhi: The Years That 
Changed the World, 
Ramachandra Guha 

The Fifth Risk, Michael Lewis 

Sixth Sense 
December 2019 

From the Pastor 
Every year we gather and hear the angels tell us the same thing. “Do not be 
afraid.” Their message never changes, but with each passing year, I find I 
need to hear them say it more and more. Because with each passing year, 
there seems to be some new tragedy and pain that fills us with an ever greater 
sense of foreboding about our country and our future.  

For the longest time I assumed that the angels said “do not be afraid” because 
for some people seeing an angel is like seeing a spider or a snake. But I have 
come to understand that the angels say this to us because they know us so 
well. They know we are constantly afraid.  

When we are afraid, our neighbors look like enemies, and anybody who is 
different is deemed deficient and dangerous. When we are afraid, everyone is 
after us, and no one can be really trusted. When we are afraid, we are 
consumed by what we might lose, and things like joy and forgiveness seem 
like fantasy.  

But the angels know something that we do not know. They bring us a word 
from a different kingdom. That word is that love, as weak as it appears, love 
as vulnerable as it always is, love is the power that can erode our fear. It is 
only when we choose vulnerable love that we are alive and human.  

Advent reminds us that God chooses this vulnerable love. God could not 
stand to be away from us. And as long as the love of God breathes in this 
world, we do not need to be afraid.  

We have no idea what the future will bring. I am afraid it will only bring 
more trouble. It will bring disease and threats, climate disruption and 
violence, poverty and hatred, and all the while people in power will call the 
light darkness and the darkness light. And it will be enough to make us 
believe that the only reasonable response is to be afraid, to demonize the 
other, but let us not do that. Remember that Christmas is not just a holiday 
that saves the economy, it's a choice, the holy choice of God to bring love to 
our world.  

Finally this. I don't know what particular brokenness or disappointment or 
pain or trauma or anxiety you have carried this year. But if you can, come to 
worship during the Advent season and leave it in the sanctuary. You don't 
have to carry it anymore. You don't have to be defined by it anymore. 
Because there was a baby born in Bethlehem who reveals God's love. God 
could not stand to be away. Remember that. Trust that. And maybe, probably, 
you won't be so afraid anymore. And that will be good for you, for everyone 
you know, and for the whole world.  

Merry Christmas, 
Vincent 
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Youth Group Happenings 

December 

Youth Fellowship at Crazy Mocha: Youth are invited for 
coffee and conversation at Crazy Mocha on Murray Ave. 
from 6 to 7:30 pm on Thursdays, December 5 and 19.  

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal: 6 to 7:30 pm, December 12 
in the church sanctuary.  

Questions? Contact Jenny Newman at (412) 720-6392 or 
Jennyrunew@gmail.com 

We hope you will join us for our annual Family Advent Dinner, 
Come and bring your family and friends to share a meal, We 
will make  ornaments to decorate our Christmas tree in the 
Chapel, sing Christmas carols share in the Nativity story.  

Announcements! 

• We will have a rehearsal for all kids 
involved on Saturday morning, December 
14 at 10 am at the church. We will also be 
practicing during Extended Session this 
month. 

• There will be no Sunday school on 
December 22 and 29. There will be 
nursery child care and Extended Session.  

• We will have child care for infants and 
toddlers during our Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service at 7 pm, December 24  

Advent Dinner,  
Sunday, December 8, 5-7 pm   

Sunday School Christmas Pageant 

Sunday, December 15 during Worship  

Isabelle Nelson, who is a member of our child 
care staff is studying Nutrition at the University 
of Pittsburgh and recently taught a lesson on 
healthy after school snacks to our older 
Extended Session group.   

Our Preschool and Kindergarten Sunday School class 
recently welcomed Luna, a therapy dog, for a visit. Luna 
lives with our Sunday School teacher Tricia Delnay and 
visits Children’s Hospital and other places to provide 
tail wags and comfort.  



Sixth Church and God’s Creation 

Recycling  

Can it be recycled? Check RecycleThisPGH.com  

When it comes to items such as aluminum foil, books, or ice cream 
containers, you may have wondered, can they be recycled in curbside 
bins? Check RecycleThisPGH.com for the answer. 

The website provides answers to questions on which items can and can't 
be recycled at the curbside and recommends alternate recycling collectors 
around the city. The site focuses on recycling regulations in the City of Pittsburgh, but its guidelines and 
answers may apply to other boroughs.  

There are links on the website to make comments and corrections and to recommend tricky-to-recycle items 
for inclusion. 

We know that recycling isn't a perfect system and that reduction and reuse are best. But by recycling 
correctly, we'll improve the recycling system and our future.  

—Keith Gilligoly  

Stewardship and Capital Campaign Updates 
Annual Campaign 

Thanks to all of you who have helped Sixth Church to raise $255,312.96 to date toward our 2020 annual 
campaign. Your gifts and pledges are welcome as we plan for the coming year. If you have not yet made your 
pledge, please do so that we can finalize our annual budget. If you are new to giving at Sixth or have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Lauren Ward (wardle47@gmail.com) or Peter Kaplan 
(pghpeter@verizon.net). 

Blessings, 

The Stewardship Committee 

 

Capital Campaign 

The Capital Campaign Committee would like to thank all of you who have contributed or pledged to the 
Capital Campaign for Sixth. On Sunday, December 8, we will hold our annual Advent dinner at Sixth. This 
night, families will be making stained glass window ornaments in recognition of your efforts to restore our 
beautiful windows through the Capital Campaign. All members and friends of Sixth are encouraged to take an 
ornament for your home, and ornaments will be made available to those who are unable to attend the Advent 
dinner. In related news, this winter, the first stained glass window will be installed in our sanctuary. Stay 
tuned for more details! 

Blessings, 

The Capital Campaign Committee 
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Notes from the November Session Meeting 

(NB: notes from Session are pulled from yet-approved minutes) 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES (from Session meeting 10/23/19) passed with one modification…the motion in 
the deacon’s report section should read “Wilkinsburg Community Ministry” holiday food drive rather than 
“Wilkinsburg church” holiday food drive.  

CLERK’S REPORT   

• Worship Attendance 10/27: 122; 11/3: 129; 11/10: 143; 11/17: 140. 
• Leslie Kaplan was nominated as elder commissioner for the Presbytery meeting on 12/5/19. No 

objection, so ordered. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE   

• FINANCE:  
• October and 3rd quarter financials were discussed. 
• Confirmation was provided that Jenny Newman can take Christmas ornament expenses out 

of the stewardship fund, line item 502. 
• Mary R explained that the Memorial Trust Statement of Financial Strategy was last updated 

on 9/18/92. She proposed a 2020 draft. Discussion occurred around allowing the wording 
to support the intended wishes of the donor, to protect against risky investments, and also 
to allow a small amount of rollover funds to support operational budget when appropriate. 
This will be further discussed at the next executive committee meeting and voted on by 
session in December.  

• HOUSE:  
• Current and completed projects were reviewed. 
• Lightening protection was explored, estimated to cost more than $21,000. This was thought 

to be too expensive and likely unnecessary. 
• Commercial grade disposal in downstairs kitchen was installed. 
• Peter Kohler successfully installed a back door camera and fixed faucet in upstairs 

bathroom.  

•  PERSONNEL:  
• Phyllis gave update regarding Employee Health Care…she intends to do some additional 

research (in order to include cost of benefits from open enrollment 2020) in finalized plan.  
• Pastor Kolb participated in educational sessions through the board of pension program and 

was approved for $10,000 for his 403B plan.  

• STEWARDSHIP:  
• Goal not yet met for annual campaign, follow up calls to happen early December. 
• Sixth Sense will have separate updates for capital and annual campaigns. 
• One of the 4 agencies (Judah Fellowship) designated to benefit from possible ‘extra’ capital 

campaign funds if/when relevant may no longer be a viable option (agency may be 
closing), in which case money could be split between the remaining 3 agencies. 

ANNUAL GOAL REVIEW and 2020 POTENTIAL GOALS  
• Session members were asked to rank the success/accomplishments of each of the below 4 goals for 

2019 using a 1-10 scale, with some explanation for the lower rankings. 
• Transition of Bookkeeping from external management to internal, range 6-10…smoother than many 



expected, having access to additional info has helped session 
realize ways to be more effective/efficient with record keeping. 

• Prioritize Capital Projects, range 4-10 (mostly 8-10)…prioritized projects haven’t been clear to some, 
some project pricing increased unexpectedly. 

• Implement and update public safety protocol, range 3-10 (mostly 7-10)…it hasn’t been implemented 
yet so success unknown, still need training for leaders. 

• Clarify mission values, range 5-10 (mostly 8-10), good progress made, process needs some 
tweaking. 

• Goals for 2020 include... 
• Implement public safety protocols 
• Revise children and youth ministry plans 
• Continue open communications about stewardship needs/goals 
• Continue open communication about the remaining capital campaign projects to be started/

completed 
• Solidify employee health care policy and benefits strategy 
• Reconsider optimal church committee structure and how to assure smooth committee chair 

successions 
• Ways to increase congregational involvement in church leadership.  

PASTORAL CARE UPDATES 
• Pastor Kolb mentioned some people at Sixth who are receiving (or who may soon need) some 

additional help in various forms. 

DEACON’S REPORT  
• Minutes were reviewed, no comments/concerns.  

OLD BUSINESS  
• Chris Pistorius reported on behalf of the nominating committee that a full slate has been chosen: 
• Elders class of 2022: Frank Davoli, Beth Hazlett, Pam Howe, Mary Lang. Leslie Kaplan to fill the one 

year remaining of Marcus Robinson’s term.  
• Deacons class of 2022: Judy Schryer, Kyle Esbin, Lynn Kawaratani, Eliot Kennedy. 
• Clerk of Session for 2020 (with no voting voice): Joe Ashenden to be ordained as ruling elder. 
• Nominating committee for 2020: April Clisura, Linda Davoli, Keith Gillogly, Kurt Thompson. 

NEW BUSINESS  
 Motion to approve sending a proposed letter to EPA in support of the consent decree between 

ALCOSAN and the EPA (to spend money to remove sewage from rivers and improve local 
stormwater plan) passed with one objection. Some revisions were discussed (and will be firmed up 
via email), deadline for the letter is Nov 30th. 

• Dor Hadash letter—they asked us to consider joining them in a letter of support for life 
imprisonment for the Tree of Life shooter, rather than the death penalty. It was discussed that Sixth 
Church can support Dor Hadash without taking a stance on this political issue…letter to be written 
and submitted to session for consideration at a future date (postponement of the fall 2020 trial date 
to occur after the October completion of the Jewish High Holy Days was already granted by the 
court). 

 Motion to approve that Associate Pastor Myra Kazanjian preach on 12/29/19 was passed without 
objection.  

COMMITTEE INFORMATION  
• Earth Care had recent discussion about ways Sixth Church might address water conservation, as 

well making hard-to-recycle item bins more user-friendly/accessible for the congregation. They are 
also discussing hosting speakers to further discuss green practices.   
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The Congregational Meeting was opened with prayer by the Pastor, Rev. Dr. Vincent Kolb. 

The Clerk of Session, Jennifer Joy, declared there was a quorum present. 

Nominating Committee Chair Chris Pistorius explained that the purpose of the congregational meeting is to 
elect officers to serve us in the coming years. The Book of Order states that Ruling Elders should be “persons 
of wisdom and maturity of faith, having demonstrated skills in leadership and being compassionate in spirit”.  
It states that Deacons should be “persons of spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives, brotherly and 
sisterly love, sincere compassion, and sound judgment”. 

 Motion:  Elder Chris Pistorius, Chair of the Nominating Committee, moved the following slate of officers 
for the Session: 

• Class of 2022: Frank Davoli, Beth Hazlett, Pam Howe, and Mary Lang to be installed.  
• Class of 2020, to fill an unexpired one year term: Leslie Kaplan to be installed. 
• There were no nominations from the floor. The motion to close nominations was moved, seconded, 

and passed. The congregation cast a unanimous vote for the slate. 

Pastor Kolb explained that the Book of Order requires that the Clerk of Session be either an active or inactive 
Ruling Elder, and Joe Ashenden, while ordained as a Deacon, would need to be ordained as an Elder in order 
to serve as Clerk of Session.  

 Motion: Elder Chris Pistorius moved that Joe Ashenden be elected to be ordained as Ruling Elder, 
for the purpose of serving as the Clerk of Session without voice or vote on session. The motion was 
seconded and approved unanimously.  

 Motion: Elder Chris Pistorius moved the following slate of officers for the Deacons:  
• Class of 2022: Judy Schryer to be installed, and for Kyle Esbin, Lynn Kawaratani, and Eliot 

Kennedy to be ordained and installed.  
• There were no nominations from the floor. The motion was moved, seconded, and passed 

that the nominations be closed. The congregation voted unanimously for the slate.  

 Motion: Elder Mary Crossley moved that the following at-large church members serve on the 
congregational nominating committee for 2020: April Clisura, Linda Davoli, Keith Gillogly, and 
Kurt Thompson. The motion was moved, seconded, and passed to close the nominations. The 
congregation approved the slate unanimously. 

 Motion: Elder Chris Pistorious moved that the 2019 Congregational Nominating committee be 
dissolved effective December 31, 2019. The motion was seconded and the congregation voted 
unanimously to dismiss the Committee with thanks.  

The meeting was closed with prayer by Pastor Kolb. 

6 

• Church and Community will be discussing how to allocate the $2600+ “Rainy Day” fund 
designated for urgent or extreme need at their Dec 1st meeting. They have also scheduled a social 
justice series program with speakers on capital punishment, hosted by Sixth Church on 12/3/19. 

NEXT MEETING: December 18, 2019, 7 pm. The last meeting of this session will be on Wednesday January 8, 
2020. The first meeting of the new session will be on either January 22 or 29, 2020.  

Notes from the November Congregational Meeting 

(NB: notes from the Congregational meeting are pulled from yet-approved minutes) 



Better Know a Committee: Church & Community 
Want to get involved in the life of the church, but aren’t sure where to start? This Q&A is the third in a series to help 
make committee information more accessible to congregants. Completed Q&As will also be compiled on the Sixth website. 

What does the Church & Community Committee do?  The Church & Community Committee selects 
organizations to assist with the local mission funds provided for in our yearly budget. These are organizations 
that do important advocacy work on behalf of social justice and organizations that provide direct 
humanitarian assistance. We also promote and publicize three special denominational offerings each year: One 
Great Hour of Sharing, the Peace & Global Witness Offering, and the Christmas Joy Offering. Finally, in 
collaboration with Christian Education in recent years we have organized a series of evening and Sunday 
morning programs on topics related to social justice or to the organizations we assist. 

Who might be interested in joining? Anyone who is interested in our social justice and/or humanitarian 
missions might be interested, and their participation is welcome! 

What do you get out of participating? Everyone involved in C&C gets a clearer understanding of the social 
justice and humanitarian challenges 
that our nation and community face. 
We experience deep satisfaction in 
helping to address those challenges. 
And we all develop a real 
appreciation for the contributions 
that Sixth and its members are 
making by participating in and 
supporting organizations working for 
positive change. 

What is the time commitment? To 
consider our allocations, C&C meets 
approximately once a month on 
Sundays after service during late 
winter and early spring.  Usually, we 
meet once again in the fall. There are 
also additional opportunities for 
participating in subcommittees: 
Allocations, which makes 
recommendations to C&C as a whole; 
and the Social Justice series 
committee, which plans our 
programs. Those subcommittees 
meet occasionally as needed. 

How does someone get involved? 
People can contact Tom Twiss by 
email at ttwiss@pitt.edu to get on the 
C&C email list; or they can talk to me 
directly after service; or they can just 
show up at one of our meetings, 
which are announced in the bulletin.  
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December 2019 — Events and Birthdays 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1  

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

12:15 pm, 
Church & 
Community 

8:00 pm, NA 

2  

7:00 pm, NA 

3  

7:00 pm, OCD 
Support 
Group 

7:00 pm, The 
Case Against 
the Death 
Penalty 

4  

11:00 am, Bible 
Study 

7:00 pm, 14th 
Ward 
Democrats 

5  

Alexandra 
DeJong 

1:00 pm, 
Presbytery 
Meeting 

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:00 pm, Choir 
Rehearsal 

6  7  

1:00 pm, 
Fiberarts 
Guild 

7:00 pm, NA 

8  

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

5:00 pm, 
Family 
Advent 
Dinner 

8:00 pm, NA 

9  

7:00 pm, NA 

10  

7:00 pm, OCD 
Support 
Group 

11  

Nils Hammer 

Peter Watt-
Morse 

6:30 pm, 
Deacons 

12  

Mary Ellen 
Watt-Morse 

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:00 pm, Choir 
Rehearsal 

13  14  

Jack Brennan 

Jacob Watt-
Morse 

10:00 am, 
Christmas 
Pageant 
practice 

7:00 pm, NA 

7:30 pm, 
Camerata 
Concert 

15  

Lara Miller 

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

12:15 pm, 
Church 
Christmas 
Dinner 

8:00 pm, NA 

16  

Ellen Gaul 

Joan Markert 

7:00 pm, NA 

17  

7:00 pm, OCD 
Support 
Group 

18  

Mark Bertolet 

7:00 pm, 
Session 

19  

6:00 pm, 
Youth Group 
(Crazy Mocha) 

7:00 pm, Choir 
Rehearsal 

20  

Louis DeLucia 

Carolyn 
Freeman 

21  

10:00 am, 
Choir 
rehearsal 

7:00 pm, NA 



December 2019 — Events and Birthdays 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

22  

10:00 am, 
Sunday School 

11:00 am, 
Worship 

8:00 pm, NA 

23  

7:00 pm, NA 

24  

Carol 
Emerson 

7:00 pm, OCD 
Support 
Group 

25  
Office Closed 

26  
Office Closed 

27  28  

7:00 pm, NA 

29  

Jesse DeLucia 

Ethan 
Greenley 

Allison 
Sennott 

Carlisle 
Turner 

Sterling 
Turner 

11:00 am. 
Worship 

8:00 pm, NA 

30  

Benjamin 
Bates 

7:00 pm, NA 

31  

7:00 pm, OCD 
Support 
Group 

        

Bill Guy’s Sunday Bible 

Study will not meet in 

December 

 

Vincent’s Wednesday 

Bible Study will finish 

for the calendar year on 

December 4 



Food for Thought... 

The Deadline for the 
January newsletter is 
December 15th. Please email 
articles and announcements 
to Amy in the church office 
(office@sixthchurch.org).  

You can also put printed 
copies on her desk.  

Thank you! 

“Small Kindnesses,” Danusha Laméris 

I’ve been thinking about the way, when you walk 
down a crowded aisle, people pull in their legs 
to let you by. Or how strangers still say “bless you” 
when someone sneezes, a leftover 
from the Bubonic plague. “Don’t die,” we are saying. 
And sometimes, when you spill lemons 
from your grocery bag, someone else will help you 
pick them up. Mostly, we don’t want to harm each other. 
We want to be handed our cup of coffee hot, 
and to say thank you to the person handing it. To smile 
at them and for them to smile back. For the waitress 
to call us honey when she sets down the bowl of clam chowder, 
and for the driver in the red pick-up truck to let us pass. 
We have so little of each other, now. So far 
from tribe and fire. Only these brief moments of exchange. 
What if they are the true dwelling of the holy, these 
fleeting temples we make together when we say, “Here, 
have my seat,” “Go ahead—you first,” “I like your hat.” 

We are an open and affirming community of faith in Jesus Christ. At home in an urban neighborhood of many faiths, we 

acknowledge that we are not alone on the path to understanding God. In worship, study, and fellowship, we celebrate our 

Presbyterian roots and find joy in our diversity. We strive for the grace to love one another as we seek a deeper 

understanding of life in the Spirit, working for justice and serving as stewards of God's wondrous creation. 

Sixth Presbyterian Church 

1688 Murray Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

412-421-2752 

office@sixthchurch.org 

www.sixthchurch.org 
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