
From the Pastor 
Recently I saw a meme with a metronome. It vacillated between two poles. 
One pole said, “A Better World Is Possible.” But the other pole said, “We Are 
So Screwed.” It is hard to live in America in 2022 post-Easter, somewhere in 
post-pandemic, and not find ourselves careening between the extremes of 
hopefulness and despair.  

Our Scriptures celebrate a God of hope who gives us new futures out of 
God’s love, but also our Scriptures knowingly speak of a world of despair 
that traffics in brutality. The world of despair believes that there are no new 
gifts, no fresh possibilities for generosity, no opportunities for newness or 
forgiveness. In the world of despair, life is reduced to a zero sum game to see 
who can stay on top of the heap the longest, all the while knowing that there 
is no good outcome that can emerge from our perpetual, futile rat race. 

But there is other news, good news. Out beyond the terrain of despair that 
condones road rage, violence against the poor, the culture of war, and 
ruthless exploitation that leaves every one of us exhausted, there is an 
alternative world embodied in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. It is a 
world of new gifts and fresh starts grounded in forgiveness and sustained by 
generosity from a well of never exhausted abundance. It is a world of 
welcome that sees the Other not as a threat or a competitor but as a fellow 
traveler on the pilgrimage of humanity. It is a world which is neighborly and 
filled with lives that reach out and touch in order to heal and transform. 

Every day we are called to embody this world of hopefulness, grateful for 
Easter news of resurrection. May we live into this identity, where God’s love 
transforms our temptations to despair. 

Grace and Peace! 

Vincent 

May Worship 
and Preaching 
May 1—Ruling Elder Kate 
Davoli preaching 

May 8—Acts 9:32-43, 
“Gazelle” 

May 15—John 13:1-11, 31-35, 
“You Are Not Enough” 

May 22—25th Anniversary 
of More Light, Rev. Janet 
Edwards preaching 

May 29—John 17:20-26, “I 
Ask” 

 

 

What the Pastor 
Is Reading 
No One Is Talking About This, 
Patricia Lockwood 

Intimacies, Katie Kitamura 

Sixth Sense 
May 2022 

Many thanks to Kate Davoli and the rest of the More Light 
Committee for our new LGBTQIA+ inclusion statement! 
Sixth Presbyterian Church advocates for equal rights and equal rites for all God’s children. Since 1997, Sixth 
has actively supported the full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ people into the whole life and ministry of the church, 
which means it unites us in marriage, platforms us into positions of congregational leadership, affirms us from 
the pulpit, amplifies our voices in Christian worship, and marches alongside us in the streets. Sixth doesn’t just 
tolerate or welcome us, it IS us. 



 Graduates! 
It's that time of the year again! Members and friends of Sixth Church that are graduating from high school, 
college, or beyond please let us know! Email any graduate information to Jenny Newman at 
Jennyrunew@gmail.com. 

May Sunday School Schedule 
May 1 at 10 am: In-person Sunday school only  May 8 at 10 am: In-person and Zoom  

May 15 at 10 am: In-person and Zoom    May 22 at 10 am: In-person Sunday school only 

May 29 at 10 am: In-person and Zoom (This will be our last week of Sunday School)  

May Youth Group Gatherings 
Thursday, May 12 from 6 to 7:30: In-person gathering at the church for grades 5th and up. There will be a 
Zoom link as well for those who can’t attend in person.  

Thursday, May 26 from 6 to 7:30: In-person gathering at the church for grades 5th and up. There will be a 
Zoom link as well for those who can’t attend in person.  
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Notes from the April 24 Congregational/Corporation Meeting 

Until further notice we will still be requiring children, youth and adults to mask while attending 
Sunday school and Extended Session in our upstairs classrooms. Children and youth will be able to 

unmask if we are meeting outside or in spaces where social distancing is possible. 

The following motions were presented: 

 Motion: Ruling Elder Kit Ayars, Chair of the Nominating Committee moved the following slate of officers 
for the Session, Class of 2025: Peter Kaplan, Barb Parees, Marcus Robinson, and Peter Watt-Morse to be 
installed. There were no nominations from the floor. The motion to close nominations was made, 
seconded, and passed. The congregation cast a unanimous vote for the slate. 

 Motion: Ruling Elder, Kit Ayars moved the following slate of officers for the Deacons, Class of 2025: Chuck 
Herrold to be installed, and Brenda Jordan and Linda Davoli to be ordained and installed. There were no 
nominations from the floor. The motion to close nominations was made, seconded, and passed. The 
congregation cast a unanimous vote for the slate. 

 Motion: That the following at-large church members serve on the Congregational Nominating committee 
for 2023: Nora Johnson, Mary Radcliffe, and Amy Whipple. There were no nominations from the floor. The 
motion was made, seconded, and passed to close the nominations. The congregation approved the slate 
unanimously. 

 Motion: Ruling Elder Kit Ayars moved that the 2022 Nominating Committee be dissolved. She concluded 
with many thanks to that committee, Leslie Kaplan, Chuck Herrold, Tom Twiss, Dana Canelli, and Kit 
Ayars, as Chair. The motion was seconded and the congregation voted unanimously to dismiss the 
Committee with thanks. 

 
Rev. Kolb thanked the current classes of Elders and Deacons for agreeing to serve an extra six months as the 
transition to the midyear election of officers continues. He thanked Peter Watt-Morse and Bill Moore for 
crafting the changes in the by-laws for the transition. Rev. Kolb announced that there would be in-person 
ordination and installation at a yet-to-be- determined date.  



May Birthdays 
May 1 ……………. Tom Cummings 

May 3 ……………. Sharon Van Dyke 

May 12…………….Leslie Kaplan 

May 14…………….Gail Luley 

May 21…………….Mikki Danielson 

Maggie Ritchey 

David Wood 

May 23…………….Erin Cummings 

May 26…………….Karl Greenley 

May 27…………….Chris Gaul 

May 28…………….Dana Thompson 

May 30…………….Cliff Johnson 

May 31…………….Marnie Bertolet 
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Easter at Sixth 



CLERK’S REPORT: 
 The General Assembly Statistical Report has been revised and corrected by Eric Fogt, Treasurer, and 

Frank Davoli, Finance Chair, to replace the report presented in the January 2022 packet. 
 Presbytery Minutes Review was attended by Joe Ashenden as part of the requirement of the Book of 

Order to have Session minutes reviewed by a higher council. We had two areas that were missed. The 
review of the active roll was not completed, largely due to the pandemic and inability to accurately 
discern who were actually inactive. A committee to review the roll will be convened. The Audit Review 
is also missing and will be done this year. 

 Worship Attendance: 2/27, 71 (in-person), 47 (You Tube); 3/2 (Ash Wednesday), nothing noted (in-
person), 19 (You Tube); 3/6, 75 (in-person), 42 (You Tube); 3/13, 53 (in-person), 55 (You Tube); 3/20, 82 (in
-person), 60 (You Tube); 3/27, 70 (in-person), 49 (You Tube) 

 
EXECTUTIVE COMMITTEE: 
 FINANCE 

 Elder Frank Davoli, Finance Chair, presented the February report. It was clarified that the non-
pledge line includes contributions by those members and friends who offer their name and address, 
while the loose plate line is for those who put cash anonymously in the offering plate.  

 Elder Beth Hazlett pointed out that offering given, using the “Donate Now” option on the website, 
is also considered to be non-pledge offering. 

 Elder Linda May offered to investigate the option to donate to a non-profit, without being taxed, 
when Required Minimum Distribution occurs. 

 HOUSE AND CAPITOL PROJECTS 
 Elder Tom Juring reported that he is struggling to get a written bid from the roofers who have been 

to inspect causes for the leaks in the roof. The two who did come, differ on their opinions as to what 
needs to be done. 

 Elder Greg Winner reported that the door to the outside, opposite the kitchen, has been replaced. 
 A date for spring clean-up will be determined for a Saturday in late April/early May. 

 STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE (No update) 
 PERSONNEL (No update) 
 BUILDING REQUESTS 

 The Session approved 2 building requests electronically on 4/12: Welsh Language Class, Tuesday 
evenings, 7-9 pm in the Chapel; Thomas Merton Center/Casa San Jose/ Pittsburgh United Annual 
May Day parade, May 1, 3-5 pm 

 BRAINSTORMING 
 Rev. Kolb referred to the brainstorming that Session engaged in during the last meeting, asking if 

there were any further thoughts. 
 What was missed? Some of our traditions, especially around meals/fellowship opportunities that 

we share together. 
 How to rebuild? Be creative in grieving what was lost and/or a celebration Sunday with theme of 

WE’RE BACK! 
 
WORSHIP/REOPENING TASK FORCE: 
Elder Pam Howe reported that the Reopening Task Force/Worship Committee, who met on 3/27/2022, had 
the following Motions for Session: 
 Motion that for all gathering in the sanctuary (worship and events), masks are recommended but not 

required, beginning Sunday, April 3. Masks will continue to be available. The choir will be making their 
own decision about masks and the Sunday School will continue to require masks, due to the closer 
quarters and limited ventilation. The motion passed unanimously, following a short discussion. 

 Motion that communion be served by intinction on Thursday, April 14, 
for the Maundy Thursday service. The motion passed unanimously. 
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Notes from the March Session Meeting 



 Motion to approve Ruling Elder Kate Davoli to fill the pulpit on 
Sunday, May 1. This is to fill a field work requirement for her studies. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
COMMITTEE MINUTES: 
 The Committee Minutes in the Session packet were referenced by Rev. Kolb 
 On behalf of the Earth Care Committee, Elder Pam Howe made the following Motion; That the Session 

approve the publication of the quarterly Earth Care newsletter, which will be accessible on the website 
via and easy to click link. The motion passed unanimously. 

 Elder Jan Myers-Newbury reported that the Fellowship Committee is hoping to have an outdoor Time for 
Fellowship following the Easter worship service. 

 Elder Larry Chan reported that due to technical difficulties, the Church and Community meeting was 
unable to proceed on 3/27/22 and will, instead, take place on Tuesday evening, April 5, at 7:00 PM, via 
ZOOM. 

 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT: 
 On behalf of the Nominating Committee, Kathi Robinson-Dassel, Clerk, made the following Motion: 
 Given progress to date on securing candidates, the Nominating Committee recommends that Session 

call a congregational meeting after worship on Sunday, April 24th, to elect elders and deacons to serve 
three-year terms beginning this summer and ending in summer 2025. At that congregational meeting, we 
will also present a slate of three at-large candidates to serve on the 2023 Nominating Committee. The 
motion passed unanimously. 

 As of the Session meeting, the entire slate was complete. 
 
DEACONS MINUTES: 
 The Deacons’ Minutes were referenced for review by Rev. Kolb 
 Rev. Kolb expressed a special Thank You to Elder Lori King, who has continued as Deacon treasurer after 

completing her term as a Deacon. 
 
CARE LIST:  
An update was provided to Session regarding members of the congregation who require care and assistance, 
and who are experiencing the need to alter their living situation for increased care. 
 
OLD BUSINESS (No Old Business) 
 
PASTOR’S MOMENT: 
 Rev. Kolb shared some important personal updates. 
 Through the Commission on Ministry, Rev. Kolb is the transitional liaison for East Liberty Presbyterian 

Church, as The Rev. Dr. Randy Bush will be leaving. 
 Rev. Kolb thanked the Personnel Committee and Session for their support and willingness to let him work 

off-site, however, it was not necessary. 
 
NEW BUSINESS (No New Business) 
 
NEXT MEETING: April 27, 2022 at 7:00 PM, tentatively in-person 
 
MEETING WRAP-UP/RATING/ADJOURNMENT/CLOSING PRAYER 
Rev. Kolb closed the meeting with a request for one-word assessment of the meeting and a closing prayer at 
8:30 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kathi Robinson-Dassel 
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What We’re Reading 
Megan Fogt: I Must Betray You by Ruta Sepetys  

Kate Kennedy: Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid  

Lori King: Separate: The Story of Plessy v Ferguson and America's Journey from 
Slavery to Segregation by Steve Luxenberg 

Earth Day Recycling Pick Up 
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Thanks so much to everyone who contributed to our Single-Use Plastic pickup on Sunday, April 24! Pam 
Howe took a whole carload of plastics to Michael's brothers, and it’s great to see that level of participation. 
Yes, we are coming back from Covid! 

Pam asked people to put their bags in the hallway near the parking lot door, and that made it easy to load her 
car after church. 

For the most part, everything went well and most people followed the instructions. We’re thinking about 
making some changes, though, as we streamline the process. 

Here are some guidelines that Pam suggests: 

Please do not include any plastic bags, whether they’re like the bags with handles that stores give out for free 
or handle-less bags that are meant for certain produce items like lettuce. Plastic bags can be recycled through 
the big bins at Giant Eagle stores. 

 So: no plastic bags for recycling! And here’s a question I know you’ll have: When you’re bringing your 
SUP to Sixth Church for a delivery to Michael Brothers, can you bundle the whole lot of SUP into plastic 
bags? Answer: well yes, but it would be better to find non-plastic containers, like a cardboard box or a 
brown paper bag. Trader Joe’s and Whole Foods use brown paper bags with handles, and Giant Eagle has 
smaller, handle-less bags. They’re out there. 

 It would help a lot if you could write your first name and the type of plastic on the container you use. This 
is easy if your container is brown paper or cardboard! And/or we could supply a sharpie and a few 
nametag type stickers to use on pickup day. 

Updated info: Michael Brothers’ instructions on what to bring: 

 Numbered Single-Use Plastic (SUP), numbers 1 to 7, which means that only plastic that has a number 
within the chasing arrows recycle symbol. Apologies: I told you that unnumbered and unknown SUP was 
acceptable, but this is not true, which I found out when I called Mich. Bros. to check: no unnumbered and 
unknown SUP, please. 

 Please sort the numbered plastic into #1, #2, and #3-7 containers. #1 separately, #2 separately, # 3-7 all 
combined. 

 PLASTIC bottle caps and lids are also accepted even though they don’t have numbers. They can go into 
your #3-7 container. 

 Michael Brothers also does take metal items for recycling, including metal bottle- and jar caps. And if you 
take them to the office they’ll pay you. 

—Nora Johnson 
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Food for Thought... 

“Edible,“ Danusha Laméris 
 
We want it all: potatoes pulled up 
from under their poison foliage, 
the artichoke’s heart, scraped clean, 
the tender bodies of crustaceans, 

broken 
from their calcified shells, saffron 

stamens, 
plucked from the crocus’s center. 

Bark 
of cinnamon trees, slow sugar 

tapped 
from the maple. The golden vomit of 

bees, 
pried from its waxen vaults. Even, 

for some, the delicate crunch of 
crickets, 

or hind legs of lamb, still tinged with 
blood. 

The world is such an unexpected 
feast. 

I think of my friend, Christopher, 
who, when he found himself dying, 
early one spring, kept telling us 
how this was the best part— 
the letting go. As if, in his hunger, 
he’d somehow broken into death’s 

core, 
torn off the husk, the brittle shell, 
found, inside, the succulent heart, 

and savored it.  

We are an open and affirming community of faith in Jesus Christ. At home in an urban neighborhood of many faiths, we 
acknowledge that we are not alone on the path to understanding God. In worship, study, and fellowship, we celebrate our 
Presbyterian roots and find joy in our diversity. We strive for the grace to love one another as we seek a deeper 
understanding of life in the Spirit, working for justice and serving as stewards of God’s wondrous creation. 

Sixth Presbyterian Church 

1688 Murray Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15217 

412-421-2752 

office@sixthchurch.org 

www.sixthchurch.org 

Dated Material—Do Not Hold 

Address Service Requested 

 
The deadline for the June 
newsletter is May 15th. 
Please email articles and 
announcements to Amy in 
the church office 
(office@sixthchurch.org).  

You can also put printed 
copies on her desk.  

Thank you! 


