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The Sanctuary is a sacred space. The choral chimes will ring three times to let you know it is time to
quiet your hearts, minds, and voices to prepare for worship.
Prelude

“Vesper Voluntary no. 3”

Edward Elgar

Welcome and Announcements
Peace Candle
*Call to Worship
Psalm 71:1-3
Leader: In You, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame.
All: In Your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; incline Your ear to me and save me.
Leader: Be to me a rock of refuge,
All: A strong fortress, to save me, for You are my rock and my fortress.
LET US WORSHIP GOD!
*Hymn

“Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”

35

*Prayer of the Day
Prayer of Confession
All: God of Life, You come to us as a consuming fire, and the One who has consecrated us
before time. You promise us a kingdom that cannot be shaken and call us to serve You
with praise and thanksgiving. But we forget, and yield to fear. We trust in the tangible
rewards of this world and neglect Your promises. We confess that we are a divided
people; we foster separations and widen rifts in our families, our communities, and in the
world. Open us to Your healing. Free us from all that distances us from Your presence.
Give us Your grace and inspire us to serve You with courage; through Jesus Christ who
comes to save.
Silent Confession

CREATION AND PROVIDENCE
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This very strong 17th-century German hymn employs many phrases from the psalms, especially Psalms 150
and 103:1-6. It did not receive an effective English translation until the mid-19th century, but has remained
popular ever since, thanks in part to its stirring tune.
TEXT: Joachim Neander, 1680; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Stralsund Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 1665; harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863
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Kyrie

551

Assurance of Pardon
*Response

Time for Children

“O Lamb of God”

555

Jenny Newman

*Exchange of Peace
Leader: Being mindful of the comfort levels and boundaries of those around us, let us pass
the peace of Jesus Christ. The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
Prayer for Illumination
All: Almighty God, You know us better than we know ourselves. By Your Word, give us
wisdom, by Your Spirit, grant us healing, and set us free to serve You with love. We ask
this through the One who heals in Your name, Jesus Christ. AMEN.
Epistle Reading

Philippians 1:12-14 (pg. 240)

Sermon

“Not Answers…Responses”

*Hymn

“Lord, When I Came into This Life”

Rev. Vincent Kolb
691

*Affirmation of Faith
Book of Order, G-3.0102
All: God was incarnate in Jesus Christ, who announced good news to the poor,
proclaimed release for prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, let the broken victims
go free, and proclaimed the year of the Lord’s favor. Jesus came to seek and to save the
lost; in his life and death for others God’s redeeming love for all people was made visible;
and in the resurrection of Jesus Christ there is the assurance of God’s victory over sin and
death and the promise of God’s continuing presence in the world.
Pastoral Prayer
All: ...God of mercy, hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer
All: Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
do not let us fall into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.

2019 Vatican Update

Offertory Sentence
Offertory

“Blest Are Ye Faithful Souls op. 122/6”

*Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures high and low,
Praise God, in Jesus fully known,
Creator, Word and Spirit One. Amen.
*Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader: Let us give thanks, for God is good and God’s Love is everlasting!
All: Thanks be to God – whose love creates us!
Thanks be to God – whose mercy redeems us!
Thanks be to God – whose grace leads us into the future!

Johannes Brahms
607
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Written for the confirmation of the author's son, this text of self-dedication also voices our recurring
individual need to recommit ourselves in less formal ways. The familiar shape note tune enhances a sense
of finding our place among God's people from all times and places.
TEXT: Fred Kaan, 1976
MUSIC: American folk melody; harm. Charles H. Webb, 1988

Text© 1979 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Company)
Music Harm.© 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House (admin. The Copyright Company)

LAND OF REST
CM
(alternate harmonization, 545)

*Hymn

“O God, Who Gives Us Life”

53

*Benediction
*Amen

554

Postlude

“Prelude in F”

Johann Krebs

*Those who can may stand

Church Information and Announcements
We are an open and affirming community of faith in Jesus Christ. At home in an urban neighborhood
of many faiths, we acknowledge that we are not alone on the path to understanding God. In worship,
study, and fellowship, we celebrate our Presbyterian roots and find joy in our diversity. We strive for
the grace to love one another as we seek a deeper understanding of life in the Spirit, working for
justice and serving as stewards of God's wondrous creation.
Sixth is a More Light Church: A network of people seeking and affirming the full
participation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer people of faith in the life,
ministry and witness of the Presbyterian Church (USA).
Inclusive Language: Words matter. Jesus Christ, the living Word, reached out to all people
to bring them into God’s fold. The kingdom of God includes all people; therefore our
language should reflect the inclusivity and equality among the people of God. To that end,
when possible, we seek to eliminate the inherent bias of the English language toward the
masculine gender without altering passages that reflect the historical situation of ancient
patriarchal culture, out of which the Bible originated.
Masks: Masks are required in the building while Allegheny County is in a “medium” or
“high” CDC community risk designation; N95 or similar masks are preferred while in
“high.” Masks are welcome and recommended while in “low.“
Assistive Hearing Devices: Assistive Hearing Devices—compatible only with hearing aids
equipped with a T-Coil—are available at the Murray Avenue entrance
Large Print Bulletins: If you would like a large print bulletin, please see an usher for a paper
copy or, if you would like to use your personal device, for guidance on how to find a digital
copy on our website.

GOD'S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

o God, Who Gives Us Life

53
1
2

3

a
a
a

God, who gives us
life and breath, who shapes us in the womb,
God, who calls your peo-ple out to ven-ture and to dare,
God of COy - e - nant and law, re - vealed in cloud and flame,

.l

who guards our lives from birth to death, then leads us from the tomb:
plumb the bleak a - byss of doubt and find you e - yen there:
to
your might - y deeds e - yoke our awe; we dare not speak your name.

life we have from you.
de - liv - er us from fears that kill the
when we de - spair in wan - der - ing through wastes of emp - ty lies,
Yet
we by faith are drawn to you and
will your pea - pIe prove,

Help us to know your Spir - it
still is
liv - ing spring of
re - fresh us with the
as
on our hearts you write a - new the

J

mak - ing all things new.
hope that nev - er dies.
coy - e - nant of love.

J

Christians often fail to appreciate how much we can learn about God from the Hebrew Scriptures. This text
draws on a variety of passages that call attention to God's faithfulness toward the Chosen People and the
promise of a new covenant written on the heart (Jeremiah 31:31-34).
TEXT: Carl P. Daw Ir., 1990
MUSIC: English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 1874
Text © 7990 Hope Publishing Company

NOEL

CMD

Prayer Cards: If you would like to have a person named and prayed for during the pastoral
prayer, please fill out one of the white cards by the bulletins/ushers and give it to Vincent
prior to the service.
Recording Notice: This service is being livestreamed and is available online in perpetuity
Seating: While distancing is not required, we do encourage people to leave space as
attendance allows and to be mindful of people’s continued need for distance
Church Nursery: Nursery care for infants and toddlers is available during the worship
service. Our childcare staff are required to be vaccinated and masked.
Extended Session: Extended Session for children in preschool through third grade is held
upstairs during worship following the Time for Children. Masks are required for all
participants and our teachers and staff are vaccinated.
Water of Baptism: Each Sunday we pour water into our baptismal font to reaffirm the
covenant that God makes through this community of faith
Candles for Peace, Justice and Personal Prayers: You are welcome to come forward to light a
candle anytime during worship when words are not being spoken. Please maintain physical
distance while waiting your turn.
Children and Candles: We love having children participate in the service, and we ask that—
in order to maintain everyone’s safety—you accompany your child while lighting candles.
Fellowship: We are not providing coffee or other refreshments after worship at this time
Today’s Service: Kathi Robinson-Dassel (liturgist); Kirk Howe (livestreaming); Tom
Cummings, Patty Halverson, Mary Lang (ushers)
Next Week’s Readings: Jeremiah 2:4-13 and Psalm 81:1, 10-16; Sirach 10:12-18 or Proverbs
25:6-7 and Psalm 112; Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14
Next Week’s Message: “Check Your Ego at the Door”
Bible Study: Pastor Vincent’s weekly Bible study is on vacation and will resume in
September
Fridays on the Lawn: Children, youth, and their families are invited to join us for Fridays on
the Lawn from 6 to 8 pm on June 17 and August 26. Bring a blanket and gather with us on
the front lawn. We will be providing some light food and beverages but feel free to bring
your own picnic. There will be fellowship time and activities with an Earth Care theme. In
case of rain, we will move inside following the church's masking policy.

Upcoming Meetings and Events in (and around) the Church
Sunday, August 21
Worship (10 am, in-person and streaming)
NA—Men’s Meeting (8 pm)

Sunday, August 28
Worship (10 am, in-person and streaming)
NA—Men’s Meeting (8 pm)

Monday, August 22
Sixth's birthday
NA—Make a Change (7 pm)

Monday, August 29
NA—Make a Change (7 pm)
Saturday, September 3
IDG (10 am)
AA—Turning Point (5 pm)
NA—Squirrel Hill Group (7:30 pm)

Wednesday, August 24
Session (7 pm)
Friday, August 26
Fridays on the Lawn (6 pm)
Saturday, August 27
AA—Turning Point (5 pm)
NA—Squirrel Hill Group (7:30 pm)

Sunday, September 4
Worship (10 am, in-person and streaming)
NA—Men’s Meeting (8 pm)

Session Members
Class of 2023
Larry Chan
Frank Davoli
Beth Hazlett
Pam Howe
Mary Lang

Class of 2024
Joe Ashenden
Lori King
Tom Juring
Greg Winner

Class of 2025
Peter Kaplan
Barb Parees
Marcus Robinson
Peter Watt-Morse

Deacons
Class of 2023
Kyle Esbin
Lynn Kawaratani
Eliot Kennedy
Judy Schryer

Class of 2024
Martha Funderburgh
Patty Halverson
Gwen Harcar

Class of 2025
Linda Davoli
Chuck Herrold
Brenda Jordan

Vincent Kolb, Pastor
Jenny Newman, Director of Children and Youth Ministry
Douglas-Jayd Burn, Director of Music
Amy Whipple, Office Manager
Harry Kirk, Building Administrator
Myra Kazanjian, Parish Associate
John S. McCall, Pastor Emeritus

