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We gather as God's people for worship and to share the gifts, strengths, 
and talents of all who are here while respecting the beliefs, opinions and 

struggles of others as we strive to love one another as God loves us. 



Sixth Presbyterian Church
Sunday, June 7, 2026, 9:30 am

2nd Sunday aȅer Pentecost

The Sanctuary is a sacred space. The choral chimes will ring three times to let you know it is time to quiet 
your hearts, minds, and voices to prepare for worship. 

Prelude "Poco Allegro"    César Franck 
                         
Welcome and Announcements

Peace Candle

Call to Worship                           
We, of many backgrounds and identities, personalities, and ideas,
gather collectively in shared pursuit of the Sacred.
Together, we make up the body of Christ.
Wherever one of us is in pain,
our whole body aches.
Whenever one of us is cut off,
the whole body is wounded.
Whoever is kept away by discriminatory policies or practices or prejudices,
Our collective soul suffers the loss of their presence.
We need one another in order to be whole,
God make us the body of Christ as you envisioned.
May we become your presence enfleshed, in service to the world and one another.

*Hymn “Come Sing, O Church, In Joy”               305

*Prayer of the Day 

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession          
Merciful God, we acknowledge our guilt, and seek your face and your forgiveness. For we 
have not offered steadfast love to you or each other. We have not moved forward in faith,
but have allowed ourselves to be stifled by fear. Revive us, raise us up, that we might live 
before you, rejoicing in the knowledge of your love.

Silent Confession





 

 

Kyrie, Lord Have Mercy                                                 551 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
*Gloria                               582, vs. 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Time of Wonder                              Jenny Newman 
  

Office
Rectangle



*Exchange of Peace
Remembering that some of our church family is watching the livestream, let us first turn to 
the cameras and say, “Peace be with you!” (turn and offer the peace.) Being mindful of the 
comfort levels and boundaries of those around us, let us pass the peace of Jesus Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer for Illumination          
Holy Wisdom, come. We long for your truth that sets the captives free.
Bring us your Word that liberates.
Quiet all that turns us against ourselves, one another, or any of your creatures and creations. 
Lead us in love that mends and restores. Amen.

First Scripture Reading                                                                             Romans 4:13–25 , p. 188

Second Scripture Reading                                                             Genesis 12:1-9 , p. 12

Response to the Scripture Readings
For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us, 
thanks be to God.

Sermon                        Rev. Dr. Charissa Howe

*Hymn “Draw Us In the Spirit’s Tether”                                                                    529

*Affirmation of Faith                                       Adapted by C. Howe from A Brief Statement of Faith 
                    and The Confession of 1967

In life and in death we belong to God. We trust in God, who in sovereign love makes 
everyone equally in God’s image, to live as one community. We confess that the Holy 
Spirit creates the church as a place where all people are reconciled to God and to one 
another. We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The 
Spirit sets us free to accept ourselves, binds us together with all believers, and empowers 
us to hear the voices of peoples long silenced. Therefore, we are sent into the world as 
God's reconciling community. We rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Invitation to the Table
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!





 

 

The Great Thanksgiving:  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
. . Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with all the faithful in every time and 
place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
One: . . . Great is the mystery of faith:  

 
 



 

 

The Lord’s Prayer                       2019 Vatican Update 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup 
 
The Communion of the People 
 
Communion Interlude  "Bread of Heaven"                Henry Coleman  
 
Prayer Aȅer Communion 
 
Offertory Sentence                      Romans 12:1 
I appeal to you, brothers, sisters, siblings, to present yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God. Let us offer our lives to the Lord. As this is the first Sunday of the month, loose 
plate offerings will go to the Deacons fund.  
 
 
 

 

For our electronic giving option, scan QR code:  
 
 

Offertory       “The Feast of Love”                                                        Eugene Englert 
 
*Doxology   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                     607  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. 
 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving   
 
*Hymn   “In Christ There Is No East or West”            318 
 
Benediction   All are welcome to join in singing: 

May the peace of our Lord Christ go with you wherever he may send you. May he guide 
you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home 
rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you. May he bring you home rejoicing once again 
into our doors.  
 

*Amen                                                                                                                         601 
 
 





 

 

Postlude      "Postlude in C"         Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens  
 
Feel free to sit and enjoy the Postlude or quietly leave as you wish.                                                                
*Those who can may stand 
 

Church Announcements 
 

Today’s Service:  
Eliot Kennedy (liturgist); Kirk Howe (livestreaming); Sara Berg, Ray Dittner and Kate 
Kennedy (ushers) 
 
Liturgy resources this week, used by permission:  

Call to Worship by M. Jade Kaiser, from Enfleshed's Queer Calls to Worship.  
From Call to Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching, and the Arts, June 7, 2026. © 2026 
Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  

 
 

NO Coffee Hour Today– JOIN THE PGH PRIDE MARCH! 
 

Walk with the LAMP contingent in the Pride Parade march!  No sign up needed. 
 
 The march begins at noon on Liberty 
Avenue and concludes at Allegheny 
Commons Park West where the Festival 
takes place.  Right after worship, bus 
downtown to LAMP's location in the 
lineup which is on Liberty Ave between 
13th St and 14th St.  Look for East Liberty 
Presbyterian's white van.   
 

Come out and celebrate while we share God’s love with all God’s people!  
  
 
Congregational Meeting Next Week 

Directly after worship on June 14th, there will be a congregational meeting to elect 
officers, welcoming deacons and elders into ministry. 

 
You’re Invited to the Wedding of Emma Rupert and Greg Winner  

While it's impossible to fit everyone at the reception, Greg and Emma would like 
their Sixth family to know that they are all welcome at their wedding ceremony on 
Saturday, June 13th at 2:30 in the afternoon here at Sixth Presbyterian Church. 

 



 

 

Rev. Dr. Charissa Howe, Pastor 
Jenny Newman, Director of Christian Education 
Shay Carter McGraw, Music Director 
Harry Kirk, Building Administrator 
Kelly Johnson, Office Administrator 
John S. McCall, Pastor Emeritus 

To be added to the 
church newsletter 
email list, request 
pastoral care, or for 
any other questions 
or concerns, please 
contact us here. 

Upcoming Meetings and Events in (and around) the Church: 
Sunday, June 7 (after worship) 
PGH Pride March (12pm, LAMP lineup at            

Liberty Ave, between 13 & 14 street) 
MCC (1:50-3:30pm, Parlor) 
NA– Keep Coming Back Men’s Mtg (8-9pm) 
 

Tuesday, June 9 
Staff Meeting (10am, Office) 
 

Wednesday, June 10 
Bible Study (10:30-11:30am, Zoom) 
Deacons (7-8:30pm, Zoom) 
 

Friday, June 12 
Tri Lam (2-5pm, Parlor) 
 

Saturday, June 13 
Wedding Ceremony of Emma Rupert and Greg 

Winner (2:30pm, Sixth Sanctuary) 
AA-Turning Point (5-6pm) 
NA-Squirrel Hill Group (7:30-8:30pm) 
 

Sunday, June 14 
Worship (9:30-10:30am, in-person & streaming) 
Congregational Meeting (10:30am, Sanctuary) 
Coffee Hour (11am, Chapel) 
Engagement Committee Mtg (11am, Parlor) 
MCC (1:50-3:30pm, Parlor) 
NA– Keep Coming Back Men’s Mtg (8-9pm) 


