
 

 

Sixth Presbyterian Church 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Sunday, July 12, 2026 

1688 Murray Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217 

412-421-2752 / officesixthchurch@gmail.com 
www.sixthchurch.org 

We gather as God's people for worship and to share the gifts, strengths, 
and talents of all who are here while respecting the beliefs, opinions and 

struggles of others as we strive to love one another as God loves us. 



Sixth Presbyterian Church
Sunday, July 12, 2026, 9:30 am

7th Sunday aȅer Pentecost

The Sanctuary is a sacred space. The choral chimes will ring three times to let you know it is time to quiet 
your hearts, minds, and voices to prepare for worship. 

Prelude “Prelude No. 8”              Alan Gray
                         
Welcome and Announcements

Peace Candle

Call to Worship                                        Adapted from Ps 145:8–9       
Let us worship our gracious and merciful God
Let us worship our God who is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
God is good to us all,
God’s compassion is over all that God has made.

*Hymn “Sing Glory to the Name of God”           10

*Prayer of the Day 

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession          
O God, we are quick to say,
“We didn’t know.”
“We didn’t mean to.”
“We didn’t expect that to happen.”
But we have not tended the soil of our lives.
We let it stay shallow and rocky
by not learning from the experience of others.
We let it be riddled with thorns
by succumbing to our own prejudices.
Life-giving God,
Help us to tend our soil.
Open us to being challenged,
enable us to learn,
so that your word will take root
and bear good fruit in our lives.

Silent Confession







 

 

Kyrie, Lord Have Mercy                                                 551 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
*Gloria                               582, vs. 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 *Exchange of Peace 
Remembering that some of our church family is watching the livestream, let us first turn to 
the cameras and say, “Peace be with you!” (turn and offer the peace.) Being mindful of the 
comfort levels and boundaries of those around us, let us pass the peace of Jesus Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 



Prayer for Illumination          
Holy, Holy, Holy One, guide us by the Spirit of truth to hear the Word of life you speak,
and to give all glory, honor, and praise to your threefold name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

First Scripture Reading                                                                                   Ephesians 4:25-32, p. 237

*Second Scripture Reading                                                          2 Kings 2:23–25, p. 413

Response to the Scripture Readings
For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us, 
thanks be to God.

Sermon                                            Rev. Dr. Charissa Howe

*Hymn “Where Charity and Love Prevail”        316

*Affirmation of Faith                                       Adapted by C. Howe from A Brief Statement of Faith 
                    and The Confession of 1967

In life and in death we belong to God. We trust in God, who in sovereign love makes 
everyone equally in God’s image, to live as one community. We confess that the Holy 
Spirit creates the church as a place where all people are reconciled to God and to one 
another. We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The 
Spirit sets us free to accept ourselves, binds us together with all believers, and empowers 
us to hear the voices of peoples long silenced. Therefore, we are sent into the world as 
God's reconciling community. We rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of the People
As led between petitions, all are invited to respond: God, in your mercy, hear our prayers.

The Lord’s Prayer                 2019 Vatican Update
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.





 

 

Offertory Sentence                      Romans 12:1  
I appeal to you, brothers, sisters, siblings, to present yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God. Let us offer our lives to the Lord.   

 
 

For our electronic giving option, scan QR code:  
 
 
 
 

Offertory      “Offertory in Eb Major”              Dennis Teitsma 
 
*Doxology   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                     607  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;   
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;   
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 
*Hymn  “We Are One in the Spirit”             300 

 
Benediction    
All are welcome to join in singing: 

May the peace of our Lord Christ go with you wherever he may send you. May he guide 
you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home 
rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you. May he bring you home rejoicing once 
again into our doors.  

 
*Amen                                                                                                                         601 
 
 
 
 
 
Postlude   “Postlude in C”               Eugene Thayer 
 
 
 
 
 
Feel free to sit and enjoy the Postlude or quietly leave as you wish.                                                                
*Those who can may stand 
 





Church Announcements
Today’s Service: 

Diana Patton (liturgist); Kirk Howe (livestream); Alice Scales, Judy Schryer, Amy 
Whipple (ushers)

Liturgy resource: From Call to Worship: Liturgy, Music, Preaching, and the Arts, July 12, 
2026. Used by permission. © 2026 Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.). calltoworshipjournal.org 

Coffee Hour Today
After service, join for refreshments in the chapel.

Matcha Monday– Starting Monday, July 20th
More details on the back page of this bulletin.

Created for Community– Second Workshop 7/26
A time of learning and conversation about how the church can reflect God’s 
hospitality by recognizing and understanding human diversity as part of God’s 
creation. Workshop sessions will focus on how we can build worshiping communities 
that provide space, opportunity, and a participatory environment for all.  

                     Workshop #2:           
July 26, 11:30am-1:30pm, Sixth Chapel 

Topic: Considering Cognitive Changes 

If you would like to participate in the 
workshops virtually, please register and we 

will send you a Zoom link. 

Christian Education Committee Meeting

Join Jenny Newman for a time to share ideas, and plan 
for the upcoming church year.  For those who prefer to 
join remotely, a zoom link is available upon request from 
the church office.

Save the Date– Back to 11AM Worship on August 23rd
Attention! Attention!  Mark your calendars, folks.  We’ll be moving back to 
11AM service on August 23rd, which will be Sixth Church’s Welcome Sunday!  



 

 

Upcoming Meetings and Events in (and around) the Church: 
Sunday, July 12 (after worship) 
Coffee Hour (10:30-11:30am, Chapel) 
MCC (1:50-3:30pm, Parlor) 
NA– Keep Coming Back Men’s Mtg (8-9pm) 
 

Tuesday, July 14 
Weekly Staff Meeting (10am, Office) 
 

Wednesday, July 15 
Bible Study (10:30am, Zoom) 
Pgh Bridges OCD Support (7-9pm, Parlor) 
 
Friday, July 17 
League of Women’s Book Club (10:30am-

12pm) 
Trilam (2-5pm, Parlor) 

Saturday, July 18 
AA-Turning Point (5-6pm) 
Pgh Bridges OCD Support (6-9pm, Parlor) 
NA-Squirrel Hill Group (7:30-8:30pm) 
 

Sunday, July 19 
Worship (9:30-10:30am, in-person & streaming) 
Coffee Hour (10:30-11:30am, Chapel) 
Gun Safety Action Group (10:30-11:30am, Parlor) 
MCC (1:50-3:30pm, Parlor) 
NA– Keep Coming Back Men’s Mtg (8-9pm) 



 

 

Rev. Dr. Charissa Howe, Pastor 
Jenny Newman, Director of Christian Education 
Shay Carter McGraw, Music Director 
Harry Kirk, Building Administrator 
Kelly Johnson, Office Administrator 
John S. McCall, Pastor Emeritus 

To be added to the 
church newsletter 
email list, request 
pastoral care, or for 
any other questions 
or concerns, please 
contact us here. 


