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We gather as God's people for worship and to share the gifts, strengths,
and talents of all who are here while respecting the beliefs, opinions and
struggles of others as we strive to love one another as God loves us.
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Sixth Presbyterian Church
Sunday, August 2, 2026, 9:30 am
9th Sunday after Pentecost

The Sanctuary is a sacred space. The choral chimes will ring three times to let you know it is time to quiet
your hearts, minds, and voices to prepare for worship.

Prelude “Cantabile in F Major” Alexandre Guilmant
Welcome and Announcements
Peace Candle

Call to Worship

God is great and greatly to be praised; There is no end to God’s greatness.
God’s kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; God’s dominion endures throughout all ages.

*Hymn “Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure" 42

*Prayer of the Day
Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
Generous God, you freely offer us all we need. You offer us the bread of life, so we may
never be hungry again. You offer us living water, so we will never thirst. But we scoff at
your gifts, wasting our money, time, and energy on things that do not satisfy. Forgive us
and call to us again, reminding us of your gifts of new life that are ours if we would only
accept them.

Silent Confession

Kyrie, Lord Have Mercy 551
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Christ, have mer - cy; Lord, have mer-cy wup - on us.



Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure 42
(Psalm 145)
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This paraphrase of verses from the latter part of Psalm 145 celebrates God's providential care for all creation,
especially for those in any need or trouble. This anonymous German tune was apparently introduced to
English hymnody by John Wesley in a 1742 music collection.

TEXT: Joy F. Patterson, 1989

MUSIC: Musikalisches Handbuch, 1690; harm. William Henry Havergal, 1847, alt.

Text © 1990 Joy F. Patterson
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Assurance of Pardon

*Gloria 582, vs. 1
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As it was in the be - gin-ning, is now and ev-er shall be. A - men.

*Exchange of Peace
Remembering that some of our church family is watching the livestream, let us first turn to
the cameras and say, “Peace be with you!” (turn and offer the peace.) Being mindful of the
comfort levels and boundaries of those around us, let us pass the peace of Jesus Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer for Illumination
Holy, Holy, Holy One, guide us by the Spirit of truth to hear the Word of life you speak,
and to give all glory, honor, and praise to your threefold name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

First Scripture Reading Proverbs 15:1-8, p. 734
*Second Scripture Reading Matthew 17:24-26, p. 23

Response to the Scripture Readings
For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us, thanks be to God.

Sermon Rev. Dr. Charissa Howe



*Hymn “Break Thou the Bread of Life” 460

*Affirmation of Faith Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32-33
The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for the
church’s mission. His human life involves the church in the common life of all people. His
service to men and women commits the church to work for every form of human well-
being. His suffering makes the church sensitive to all human suffering so that it sees the
face of Christ in the faces of persons in every kind of need. His crucifixion discloses to the
church God’s judgment on the inhumanity that marks human relations, and the awful
consequences of the church’s own complicity in injustice. In the power of the risen
Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of God’s renewal of human
life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong. The church follows this pattern in the
form of its life and in the method of its action. So to live and serve is to confess Christ as
Lord.

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

The Invitation to the Table
This is the joyful feast of the people of God!

The Great Thanksgiving:
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

.. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with all the faithful in every time and
place, who forever sing to the glory of your name:
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Break Thou the Bread of Life

460

The phrase “bread of life” as a metaphor for scripture has misled many people into thinking of this hymn as
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being connected with the Lord’s Supper, when its true subject is Bible study. Both the author and the
composer were active in the work of the Chautauqua Assembly.

TEXT: Mary Ann Lathbury, 1877, alt.
MUSIC: William Fisk Sherwin, 1877, alt.

BREAD OF LIFE
6.4.6.4.D




One: . . . Great is the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died; Christ is ris-en; Christ will come a - gain.

The Lord’s Prayer 2019 Vatican Update

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Pouring of the Cup
The Communion of the People

Communion Interlude

Prayer After Communion

Offertory Sentence Romans 12:1
I appeal to you, brothers, sisters, siblings, to present yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God. Let us offer our lives to the Lord. As this is the first Sunday of the month,
loose plate offerings will go to the Deacons fund.

For our electronic giving option, scan QR code:

Offertory “The Call” Ralph Vaughan Williams
Soloist: Charles M. Herrold, Jr.

*Doxology “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 607
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*Hymn “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” 753



/53 Make Me a Channel of Your Peace

Prayer of St. Francis
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Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

Though popular opinion credits this prayer to Francis of Assisi, the earliest known printing was in a French
religious magazine in 1912. Yet that gentle saint’s spirit seems evident in these words, a quality that has

spurred many paraphrases and musical settings such as this one.

TEXT: Anon., c. 1912; adapt. Sebastian Temple, 1967
MUSIC: Sebastian Temple, 1963; arr. Alfred V. Fedak, 2011
Text and Music © 1967 OCP

PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS

Irregular



Benediction

*Amen 601
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Postlude “Postlude” Anton Bruckner

Feel free to sit and enjoy the Postlude or quietly leave as you wish.
*Those who can may stand

Church Announcements
Today’s Service:

Eliot Kennedy (liturgist); Kirk Howe (livestream); Sara Berg, Mary Lang, Kate

Kennedy (ushers)

Liturgy from Call to Worship, August 2, 2026. Used by permission. © PC(USA) Office

of Theology and Worship, calltoworshipjournal.org
Coffee Hour Today

After service, join for refreshments in the chapel.

Pub Theology on Tuesday & A Walk in the Park on Saturday

See insert for details.

Michael’s Brothers Recycling Pickup

The next Michael’s Recycling Brothers pickup will be Sunday, August 9. Please visit
sixthchurch.org for instructions. Earth Care is listed under Congregational Life.

Crop Walk 2026!

Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk: Sunday, October 11, 2pm

Walk begins and ends at Waverly Church, corner of Forbes and

Braddock. There are two walk lengths (1.5 or 4 miles) to
accommodate all walkers.

To join the walk and/or donate, visit:
https:/ /events.crophungerwalk.org/chw /team / sixth-
presbyterian-church-3
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Upcoming Meetings and Events in (and around) the Church:

Sunday, August 2 (after worship)

Coffee Hour (10:30-11:30am, Chapel)

MCC (1:50-3:30pm, Parlor)

NA- Keep Coming Back Men’s Mtg (8-9pm)

Tuesday, August 4
Weekly Staff Meeting (10am, Office)
Pub Theology (7:30-9:30pm, Squirrel Hill Cafe)

Wednesday, August 5
Pgh Bridges OCD Support (7-9pm, Parlor)

Friday, August 7
Trilam (2-5pm, Parlor)

Saturday, August 8

A Walk in the Park (10am-12pm, The Frick
Environmental Center)

AA-Turning Point (5-6pm)

NA-Squirrel Hill Group (7:30-8:30pm)

Sunday, August 9

Worship (9:30-10:30am, in-person & streaming)
Coffee Hour (10:30-11:30am, Chapel)

Gun Safety Action Grp (10:30-11:30am, Parlor)
MCC (1:50-3:30pm, Parlor)

FiberArts (2-5pm, Parlor)

NA- Keep Coming Back Men’s Mtg (8-9pm)
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i This week, focus your prayers on

. your Sixth Church community. Pray

for any individual needs you know

of, but also pray for God’s guidance

of this congregation and its future. !
Ask the Spirit to show you what !

WEEK 10: AUGUST 2
i Pray for your church

community

| your unigue role in the future of |
I Sixth is. i
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Attention! Attention! Mark your calendars, folks.

We return to our usual 11AM service starting August 23rd.
That day will be Sixth Church's Welcome Sunday where we will give a
special welcome to any newly arriving college students and other
visitors from the community. There will be no committee meetings or
special events that day so that we're all free to socialize in the chapel
after worship. You don't have to bring anything but your smile.

To be added to the church newsletter email list, request pastoral care, or for
any other questions or concerns, please contact us here:

or send us an email at officesixthchurch@gmail.com.

Rev. Dr. Charissa Howe, Pastor
Jenny Newman, Director of Christian Education
Shay Carter McGraw, Music Director
Harry Kirk, Building Administrator
Kelly Johnson, Office Administrator
John S. McCall, Pastor Emeritus



