
 

 

Sixth Presbyterian Church 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Sunday, August 9, 2026 

1688 Murray Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15217 

412-421-2752 / officesixthchurch@gmail.com 
www.sixthchurch.org 

We gather as God's people for worship and to share the gifts, strengths, 
and talents of all who are here while respecting the beliefs, opinions and 

struggles of others as we strive to love one another as God loves us. 



Sixth Presbyterian Church
Sunday, August 9, 2026, 9:30 am

11th Sunday aȅer Pentecost
The Sanctuary is a sacred space. The choral chimes will ring three times to let you know it is time to quiet 
your hearts, minds, and voices to prepare for worship. 

Prelude "Italian Concerto BWV 971 - Presto"           J. S. Bach
                         
Welcome and Announcements

Peace Candle

Call to Worship                                        
With what shall we come before the Holy One, and bow ourselves before God on high?
God has shown us what is good.
What does the Holy One require of us,
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God?

*Hymn “Come! Live in the Light!”      749

*Prayer of the Day 

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession          
Holy God, it is easy to confess with our lips that you are Lord, but it is much harder to 
believe with our hearts, to live in a way that puts you first. We are quick to trust in idols.
We depend on what we can see, touch, and control, instead of waiting to hear your still, 
small voice. Forgive us, Lord, and help our unbelief, so that what we confess with our lips
we may truly believe in our hearts.

Silent Confession

Kyrie, Lord Have Mercy                                           551





 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
*Gloria                               582, vs. 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 *Exchange of Peace 
Remembering that some of our church family is watching the livestream, let us first turn to 
the cameras and say, “Peace be with you!” (turn and offer the peace.) Being mindful of the 
comfort levels and boundaries of those around us, let us pass the peace of Jesus Christ. 
The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also with you. 
 

Prayer for Illumination               
Holy, Holy, Holy One, guide us by the Spirit of truth to hear the Word of life you speak, 
and to give all glory, honor, and praise to your threefold name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
First Scripture Reading                                                                                    Galatians 5:22-26 , p. 233 
 
*Second Scripture Reading                                                         Matthew 21:18-22 , p. 28 
 
Response to the Scripture Readings 

For the Word of God in scripture,  
for the Word of God among us, 
for the Word of God within us,  
thanks be to God. 



Sermon                                           Rev. Dr. Charissa Howe

*Hymn “Jesus Calls Us”        720

*Affirmation of Faith                                                    Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32–33
The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for 
the church’s mission. His human life involves the church in the common life of all 
people. His service to men and women commits the church to work for every form of 
human well-being. His suffering makes the church sensitive to all human suffering so that 
it sees the face of Christ in the faces of persons in every kind of need. His crucifixion 
discloses to the church God’s judgment on the inhumanity that marks human relations, and 
the awful consequences of the church’s own complicity in injustice. In the power of the 
risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of God’s renewal of 
human life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong. The church follows this 
pattern in the form of its life and in the method of its action. So to live and serve is to 
confess Christ as Lord.

Prayers of the People
As led between petitions, all are invited to respond: God, in your mercy, hear our prayers.

The Lord’s Prayer                 2019 Vatican Update
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Offertory Sentence                Romans 12:1
I appeal to you, brothers, sisters, siblings, to present yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God. Let us offer our lives to the Lord.  

For our electronic giving option, scan QR code: 

Offertory    "Rigaudon"            Elizabeth Jacquet de la Guerre 
        

*Doxology “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”                    607 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  
Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving





 

 

*Hymn   “Be Thou My Vision”              450  
 
Benediction    
All are welcome to join in singing: 

May the peace of our Lord Christ go with you wherever he may send you. May he guide 
you through the wilderness, protect you through the storm. May he bring you home 
rejoicing at the wonders he has shown you. May he bring you home rejoicing once 
again into our doors.  

 
*Amen                                                                                                                         601 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Postlude   "Rondeau"              Elizabeth Jacquet de la Guerre  
 
Feel free to sit and enjoy the Postlude or quietly leave as you wish.                                                                
*Those who can may stand 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 

 

Church Announcements 
 

Today’s Service:  
Kirk Howe (guest organist); Pam Bower (liturgist); Eve Guyette (pastoral prayer); 
Liam Greenley (livestream); Alice Scales, Judy Schryer, Amy Whipple (ushers) 
 

Liturgy resources:  
Call to Worship, August 9, 2026. Used by permission. © PC(USA) Office of Theology 
and Worship, calltoworshipjournal.org  
The Book of Common Worship, ©2018 Westminster John Knox Press. 

 
Coffee Hour Today 

After service, join for refreshments in the chapel. 
 

Gun Safety Action Group Meeting Today 
Meet them in the parlor after worship. 
 

Pub Theology– RESCHEDULED DATE: Tuesday, August 8 
Due to illness, our first Pub Theology meet up was rescheduled for Tuesday, August 
11.  Join us at 7:30pm at the Squirrel Hill Café!  
 

Matcha Monday, 8/17 
Next Monday, swing by Kyo Matcha (5864 Fobes Ave) from 4-6 pm. 
 

Volunteer Request 
Short term volunteer request: looking for assistance with digitizing some old church 
files. Only basic computer skills are needed.  Please contact the church office if 
available.  Thank you! 

 
Crop Walk 2026  

Pittsburgh East CROP Hunger Walk:  Sunday, October 11, 2pm 
 

TO JOIN THE WALK OR DONATE: 
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/team/sixth-presbyterian-
church-3 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Upcoming Meetings and Events in (and around) the Church: 
Sunday, August 9 (after worship) 
Coffee Hour (10:30-11:30am, Chapel) 
Gun Safety Action Grp (10:30-11:30am, Parlor) 
MCC (1:50-3:30pm, Parlor) 
FiberArts (2-5pm, Parlor) 
NA– Keep Coming Back Men’s Mtg (8-9pm) 
 

Tuesday, August 11 
Weekly Staff Meeting (10am, Office) 
Pub Theology (7:30-9:30pm, Squirrel Hill Cafe) 
 

Wednesday, August 12 
Deacons Mtg (7:30-9pm, Chapel) 
 

 
 
 

Saturday, August 15 
AA-Turning Point (5-6pm) 
Pgh Bridges OCD Support (6-9pm, Parlor) 
NA-Squirrel Hill Group (7:30-8:30pm) 
 

Sunday, August 16 
Worship (9:30-10:30am, in-person & streaming) 
Coffee Hour (10:30-11:30am, Chapel) 
MCC (1:50-3:30pm, Parlor) 
NA– Keep Coming Back Men’s Mtg (8-9pm) 



 

 

 
To be added to the church newsletter email list, request pastoral care, or for 

any other questions or concerns, please contact us here:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

or send us an email at officesixthchurch@gmail.com. 

Rev. Dr. Charissa Howe, Pastor 
Jenny Newman, Director of Christian Education 

Shay Carter McGraw, Music Director 
Harry Kirk, Building Administrator 

Kelly Johnson, Office Administrator 
John S. McCall, Pastor Emeritus 


